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Your chai cup’s

RUNNETH OVER

Over the next few
months, you'll see
your local
chaiwallah donning
a swanky uniform,
standing at a fancy
stall and offering

you cookies with tea.

A tea stall owners’
association, which
has already set up
similar stalls in
Thane over the past
two months, is now
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N JANUARY last year, parag

el
gesting sranger things. Thiry
two yearold Mishra frowned as
40 yearold Biju Nair spoke to him
about joining a tea stall owners asso-

ciation which would give him a Amber

efubishedsall,educate him on be
tomake

It was mm th in Ckwbcr 2010,
founded the Maharashira Tea
Sall Holders Wellre Asociation
organise the largely.
{gnored worfore, eductethem on
‘hygiene, encourage selfemployment
and hep them atrac sponsors.
Today, over 1,250 tea stall owners
ot the’ 3,000 . Thane
rmath, Panvel and Ulhasnagar
area part of MTSHWA. Nair plans to

 heard him out policy — he
seemed so passionate abor
S s
left. Why would asuited-booted mar
care ‘about a chaiwallahs issues?”
sy Misrs, niing s carfuly

extend ips to Mumbai
over the next two months. Over 200
tea stall owners in Ghatkopar and

BijuNair
and says, , and

(Top) A teastall owner'soldsetup in
er the stallowner
joined Biju Nair's association, he got
fancy,new tall thanks to sponsors
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where i now helping women oin the
workoreean run e stalls t
way _stations. 8

B ot b abie 1o choos thec over
Working hours
Chaiwithoutthecancer

s o Panve based
S e of Nas

st y saying so.” he says,
dropping his voice. “Eatler, only
rickshawallahs came t drink tea at
my stall. Ab mini skirt waale bhi aate
ain (gils wearing mini skirts come,

5 ined around
Rs 1,800 every day till March, now

of getting permissions from CIDCO
the - Panvel  Municipal

Corporation to open tea tal ith

at Panvel or Khandeshwar railway

station next month. “I il hire two

smart, well spoken women t© help

meatiheteasalLabvys yaned o

h

Loans and insurance
Aferegisering he MTSHWAunder
the Charities Act in 2010,
he researched the tea stall owners’
aperatonsand e to wnersand
e e

adding th fe_and
respectable” career option for her
“My children keep telling me that
that drop by, during ches
school breaks, 100, laughs the 20
yearol
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Dadar have agreed o register them-
der

March, Mishra and five
other tea stall owners around Thane,
Ambernath, Ulhasnagar and Panvel

i ot e
unusual amount of concern for the

Nair
has helped them procure rather
fancy stalls with a better drainage

helping women open it St o vin on

tea stalls and will
soon enter the island
city. Hygiene,
unadulterated tea
powder and happier
haiwallahs are

udio in Thae,
mount of work.
iwallahs when he
s page designer in

stands behind a flaming red stall
instead of his old, makeshit tin
roofed one which comprised a
‘wooden table (0 prepare tea and

Ber acqiee an FDA lkoce and the
Shops and Establishments licence
The stall owners no longer pay bribes.
0 cops,either.
Nair conducs workshops every
duc

afier. “In and around
Mumbai, we are a part of this infor
mal culture where we need a
chavallah 0 hep usbond wih our

am, brainstorm and umeind i the

on offer

vy ces s B op
typical chaiwallah works in a rather
shabby and unsafe environment. |
wanted to change tha, says Nair

that has turned his

ar ago, Nair came 1o convinc
hiln to_foin. the aseociation. and
added that the tea powder he used
coamined arsiical oo

aver — 8 cp of e with 2 smal
packet of bi Mishra

hours aday.
B
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food brand,
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‘more than two lakh tea stall owners
acos Maharahia, He sys he
also in talks wit associa
of dx[fﬂznlithkd individuals who

tea stalls

oera beand whuch N
ishra S

now sictes 0 check i 0
inthe process of training the tea stll safe. The cus.
owners to get and operate bank plained about

‘accounts, acquire loans when need. e in taste, thankfully,

e say

the new offer Patel, however, has one small
12 He

00, works behind the new, red stall,

but's dressed in a white vest which

sttches over bis bely, “The new
uniform doesn' fit me," h

tions_sheepihly. ‘Hopeful, that wll =

change, oo,
Welleme hat 0 Nai,who says
e loves a cup of Assam chai,




